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PSALM CXXIV. Ver. 1, 2, 3. 


If it had not been the Lord who was on our ſide, 
nom may Iſrael ſay: If it had not been the Lord 
who was on our ſide when Men roſe up againſt 
us; then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when 
their Wrath was kindled againſt as. 


HE Title of this Pſalm teaches us, that it 
was compos'd by David, but 'on what Occa- 
ſion is very uncertain; tho I think there 
are not above two Paſſages in the Hiſtory 
of David's Life or Reign, to which it can 


eaſily be apply'd: The firft is, when he was purſued- 


by Saul, who with ſuch Zeal and Diligence endeavour'd 


to take away his Life: The other, whea David and the 


of Iſrael were deliver'd from Abſalom's unnatu- 


People 
ral Rebellion; for then the Thrane of King David was 


exceedingly ſhaken, and the very Foundations of that Go- 


vernment well nigh deftroy'd. 
From both theſe Dangers, David, very happily for 


_ himſelf, and the Kingdom too, thro the good Provi- 


dence of God, eſcapes. And tho in my Opinion, *tis 
the latter of theſe Deliverances, that he chiefly, com- 
memorates in' this Pſalm, yet we may very reaſonably 


ſuppoſe, that while he fa gratefully. gives thanks to God 
for this Inſtance of his Mercy, he would alſo call the- 


former to remembrance. 

However, the Expreſſions of the Pſalmiſt are very 
general ; and therefore we may with ny apply them 
to any great Deliverance, which thro the eſpecial Provi- 


| dence of God happens to a Nation; And in this we 


only follow the Example of the antient Jewiſh Church, 


Who after their Return from the Batloniſh l 


made uſe of this Pſalm in Commemoration of the Good- 
A2 # But 


4 4 Thankſgiving Sermon 
But let khe particular Mercy to the Jewiſh Nation 
5 have been whatever it would, the Mercies of God to Ur, 
. | Which we are commanded this Day to bleſs him for, + 
h I make no doubt are altogether as great, and may ve- 
Bt, ry, fitly be xepreſcnted to 7ou from theſe Expreſſions of 
| the Plalmiſt. ein TY 
0 In order therefore to do Juſtice both to the Words of 
the Text, and the Buſineſs of the Day, 1 ſhall explain 
5 the Meaning of the Pſalmiſt a little more particularlyz 
| and then conſider how applicable, what he ſays, is to our 
Circumſtances. | | 
I. I am to explain the Meaning of the Plalmiſt's * 
Words a little more Mercedes. n | 
And this I ſhall do as brictly as L can, in the Three 
following Propoſitions. _ Wen” 
1. The Kingdom of TIrael, as well as their King, was 
in imminent Danger of utter Ruin: For Men had roſe 
up againſt them, and their Anger was kind/ed, 
2. They met with a very great and wonderful De- 
liverance: For in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, v. 7. 
They did ejeape, tho it was like a Bird out! of the Snare of 


— 


The Fowler. | 


3. The Deliverance of that Prince and People from ſo 
imminent a Danger, was owing to the ſignal Inter- 
poſition of Divine Providence. The Lord was on their | 
ſide; and therefore tho Men roſe ub, and their Anger was 
do op againſt them, get did they nat ſwallow em up 
Ack. ; „ 

| Theſ: Propoſitions will give me an occaſion to ſet be- 
fore you the full Caſe of the pewiſh Nation at that time, 
both as to their Danger, theit Deliverance, and the Jo 
they expreſt for it; which is the Deſigu ot David in this 
Pſalm. The 4 l, 
_ Fiſt Propoſition is, That it's plain, Dawd, and the 
Kingdom he govern'd, wer- in imminent Danger of 
utter Ruin: For Men bad roſe up againſt them, and ther 
. Ager was Eindled. i ri « | | 
And in order to ſet this Danger 'befare vou in as | 
"Gert and hvely-a manner as I can, I ſhall firſt explain 
OE ſ>vera} Metaphors made uſe of in chis Pſalm, 8 
chen consider how well the Hiftory of King David's 
"Reigr does agree with them. N : 
Aach the tick Expreſſion that mentions this Danger is, 
(a) cald. Nel 1: up aguinſt them. (4) One of the antient Ver- 
Paraph, * flons reads it in che Singular Number, when 4 MAN roſe 
- 4p; teſpbcting either Saul, who was a conftant Enemy 
to David; or elſe Abjalom, from whom the King and Na- 
tion were in much greater Danger. But _— "way | 
3 ſoever 
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ſoever we reid it, this Expreſſion undoubtedly teaches 


us, that there was an Inſurtection againft the King, an 


Army raisd, «hich threaten d to baniſh him from his 


no more ſeen. 


pad entirely ſwept us away, ſo that He ſhould have had 


Throne, o tik- away: his Life, to ſet up a Tyran- 
nical and Ary;trary Government, and by thoſe Means 
to involve chat Nation in the greateſt of Miſeries: 
For the Danger did not only reach the King, but the 
whole Nation; and thoſe in the Intereſt of the Houfe 
of Dauid, were more particularly mark'd out for De- 
ſtruction. Therefore you ſee David ſpeaks in the Name 
of the whole Nation, rather than in his own; If it 6 

not the Lord who was on OUR ſide, now may ISRAE 

fay : that the King and his people were threaten'd 


with the ſame See they were to ſtand or 


fall together. For their Enemies had roſe up againſt them, 
and their Wrath was kindled. They were incensd and pro- 
vok'd againſt the King, and all who like true [4 
jects of David, and true Defenders of the Liberties of 
the Nation, did adhere to him; and they were reſoly'd 
to ſwallow them up quick: Which is the next Metaphor in 
the Pſalm. | 22 we) 
This teaches us, That they were as heartily ſet upon 
deſtroying them, and took as much Pleaſure in tho 


Thoughts of it, as a Perſon almoſt famiſh'd is eager 


of Nouriſhment, and deſirous of Food. And as to the 
hungry Soul, in the one Cale, every bitter thing us. ſweet 3 
ſo in the other, Rage and Fury ſupply'd tlie want of 
Appetite, and cauſed the moſt deteſtable Actions to he- 


come neceſſary, and in their Eſteem commendable, 


Thus the Enemies of Iael roſe up againſt them, bent 


on their Deſtrutt ion: for they thought to have ſwallaw'd 
em up quick, or in the other Metaphor of che Plalmiſt 


to have ſwept them away like a Hood; ſo that there ſhould 
no Footſteps, no Remains of thoſe that were faithful to 
the Government any more appear. 


The following Expreſons to that purpoſe, are indeed 


very beautiful, and very lively. 


» Then, adds the Plalmiſt, the Waters bad overFelm'd us 3 


that is, If our Enemies had prevail'd, - this State had 


been as entirely deſtroy'd, as the old World was by the 


univerſal Deluge, when the Tops of the Mountains were 


Nay, the Stream had gone over our Son; The Current 


no more Name nor Place in jrael. 


Te proud Waters had gone over w ; He calls them proud, 
in alluſion to the Swelling of a tempeſtuous Sea, when 
the Waves ſeem to emulate. each other in their Mo} 


C * 
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tho as alike they riſe, fo alike they fall, cruſh'd either by ) | 
the ſucceeding, Waves, or elſe oppreſs'd by their own . { 

Weight. Do ; : A y 

l in which Expreſſions, doubtleſs, we have a plain Re- 

ference to that part of the Hiſtory of King David's 


. 


> 


Reign, which ſpeaks of Abſalom, whom he elegantly com- @ 
C ares to a Hood and Stream, for the mighty Power of his ; 
Arms, and the Swiftneſs of their Conqueſts ; and tothe «+ Pit 


Proud Waters more eſpecially, becauſe it was oWing to an 
"Exceſs of Pride, that this young Man uſurp'd the Throne 
of David, whilft he was yet alive. i J. Slen 
hut further, David defcribes his Enemies as ſo very 
cruel, that not content with deſtroying them by the | 
"Sword, they would e'en tear em to pieces with their Teeth, 
as if the Sword could not faſt enough devour. And let | 
not any Man think, that it is too bold a Metaphor. when 4 
David ſpeaks of their being given as a Prey to their | 
Teeth; which indeed is comparing them to Tygers or 
Wolves, or any Beaſts of Prey. For not to mention ſome 
barbarous Nations, who deyour their Enemies, we know 
ſome ho are no Strangers to ſuch Acts of Inhumanity. 
But to leave this, I go on further to obſerve, what Da- 
vid ſays of the Danger that Kingdom was in. He com- N 
pares it to a Bird that was taken in the Snage of the Fowler 
but the Snare broke, and he eſcap d. | 4 
The Spare was cunningly laid for the Kingdom of Iſrael, | 
and the ſubtle Fowler had actually enclos'd King and Peo- 
ple within his Net, and he had no more to do- but the | 
ſeizing of the Prey. Deſtruction was almoſt unayoida- 
| ble, and their Ruin ſo nigh, that nothing but an extraor- 
dinary, if not miraculous, Interpoſition of the Divine 
Providence could ſave them. This he illuſtrates by the 7 
| Breaking of the Snare. The Bird was actually taken, and 
all hopes of Liberty or Eſcape cut off: But a wonderful 
. Accident happening, the Snare broke, the Bird eſcap'd. 
_ *_ © Certainly no Metaphor could better repreſent the deſpe- 
| rate Condition of a Nation, whoſe Caſe was in fact like | 
| that in the Parable. Nigh, very nigh to Deſtruction, i 
- muſt ſuch a Nation be, when their Deliverance from it 
can be illuſtrated by ſuch an Accident” which does ſo ſel- 
dom happen. | Ae | 
I0 ſum up then the Dangers of the Nation, and of * 
their King, in one View: An Enemy had roſe up againſt 
the King, and'*penetrated into the very Heart of his 
Kingdom. They had made a quick and eaſy Conqueſt of 
the Land, and even Jeruſalem the Capital of Judes was 
in tkeir Poſſeſſion. The Crown was their Aim, while 
Bloodſhed and Murder, eden of their lawful Sovereign, 


Was 
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was thought neceſſary to ſecure them the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of it. Their Enemies were numerous, powerful, and 
cunning; and their Rage and Fury had not ſo blinded 
their Minds, but they carry'd on their Deſigns with a 
great deal of Art and Policy: and by the Fineneſs of 
their Policy, and the Firmneſs of their Arms, they had 
+ brought that unhappy Nation to the very Brink of Ruin. 
N Now the Enemy was Abſalom : The Danger that David | 
il | and his good Subjects were in, aroſe from his Conſpiracy ' 
and Rebellion; of which I ſhall give you as ſhort and as 
plain an Account as I can, that you may ſee how well 
the Deſcription and the Truth agree together. | 
©  . Abſalom, who was David's third Son, had ſlain his eldeſt 2Sam.3-2. 
| Brother Amnon, under pretence of revenging the Injury _. 14 
done by him to his Sifter Tamar. This brought him into Fo 
4 diſgrace with the King, and forc'd him to fly to his Fa- | 
ther-in-Law, Ammihud, the King of Geſbur. After a con- {13 
ſiderable ftay there, . Foab by his Intereſt in the Kin 
a brought him back to Feruſalem; where he liy'd . 
but was not admitted to the King's Preſence. This he 
ſeems to regret as much as he had done his Exile, and de- | 
p ſires to put himſelf on a fair Trial, and if he ſhould be 28aq. 14. | 
1 found guilty, ſubmits himſelf to the King's Mercy. This 32+ {3 
Submiſhon of Abſalom was repreſented to the King by 41 
} Foabin a very artful manner, whereupon he was imme- ] 
Ci diately admitted to Court; and as a ſign of Reconcilia- 33. 
tion, the King ſalutes him. 
| This Reconciliation between the Father and Son was 
| on David's part ſincere: but Abſalom could not forget his 
Father's Treatment, and tho ſeemingly reconcil d, yet 
ſecretly carries on his Deſigns of ſeizing the Crown. | 
bat He had ſlain his eldeft Brother: ſo the great Obftacle - 
i of Hereditary Right was remov'd; and as for his ſecond - 
Brother, whoſe name. we are told was Chileab, it is very F 
probable he was dead, becauſe we read no more of him by 
in the Sacred Writings. So that Abſalom was now the net \ | | 
Heir to the Crown, and was to inherit it at his Father's i] 
k Death, if he could have waited ſo long. But his Am- | 
| bition urg d him to attempt the ſeizing it during his FE 1 
|. ther's Life; which, with a great deal of Stratagem, as | | 


* 
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| 
well as Force, he endeavours to do. | | | i MN 
Abſalom, you read, was young and beautifnl, ſo that in 2 Sam. 14. 14 
« , all rael there wur none ſo much prais'd for Beauty as Abſalom. 265. | 
5 This gave him a great Eſteem with the e 


8 are pleas d much more with the Ornaments of the Body, 
than of the Mind. ' 


| The natural Advantage he had by his Beauty, he - | 
heightens by the addition of Art. He provides a ſplendid RP 
| When's 22088 | ws 


Thi 1 


2 Sam. 15, and a numerous Retinue, prepares himſelf. Chariots 1 


ſtruck the Minds of the Common People with a greater 
Admiration at the Magnificence of the Prince, whom 

they look d upon, not only as a very accompliſh d Perſon, 

dut as the next Heir tothe Crown, ph oped 
Having thus won the good Opinion of the People, he 

goes on to ingratiate himſelf further into their Affection, 
lter a very politick manner. For, ſays the Hiftoriani, 
Ver. 2. He riſe wp early, and flood beſide the way of the Gate 8 
de pleas d to obſerve was the Place, where in thoſe days 


the Courts of Judicature were uſually kept) * And it was | 


%, that when am Man, that had a Controverſy, dame #0 the 

* King for Jud ment, Abſalom call'd unto bim, and ſaid, 

„ what City art thou * And he ſaid, Thy Servant is of one of 
TT IR. > | a 
= Thi Familiarity in fo great and beautiful a Prince, 

did wondetfully increaſe the Affections of the P-ople to 

bim. Por they join'd togethet the Ideas of his Dignity, 

as a Prince, and Heir to the Crown; of a fine and hand- 
ſom Perſon; arid as one of an extraordinary affable and 
condeſcending Temper : and thus conceiv'd of him as fit 
to ſway a Scepterz not onte Magining that thro theſe 

Artifices he was carrying on'the Ruin of the Kingdom, 

and enſlaving them. | 7 EA 

The Advice he gave to them that came for —— to 
| the King, was cf a-piece with the reſt gf his Politicks. 
Ver. 3. „ See, fays he, that thy Matters be juſt nad right.” Don't 

complain without a cauſe tothe King, But what avails 

Juſtice or the Goodnefs of a Cauſe? ** There is no one de- 

* puted from the King to hear thee, Oh that I was made Jud; 

in the Land, that every Man that hath Suit or Cauſe might 

„e come unto me, then would I do him Juſtice /” The plain 

Engliſh of: which is this:“ What matters it whether 

b the Cauſe of any Hraelite be good or right? There 

Marg. „ is no Man from the King downward that will bear it e 

And what Fuftice can be expected from ſuch an Ad- 
_* miniftration'?” ag Reb 3 

„ Unhappy Nation! The Hing will do no Juſtice himſelf, 

<«- nordeputeany of his Minifters to redreſs the Grievances 


of his Subjects. But were 7 once made 4 fact in the Land, . 


„ would theking jiutruſt me with the ſole Management of 
e the Kingdom, the meaneft"Subje& ſhould have juſtice 
«fone him: they ſhould not addreſs me, as they do avid 

and his Minifters, to no pur poſe.“ And to ingratiate him- 

ſelf the more, and to make David's Miniftry the mote 

Ver. 5, odious, thus did © Abſatom 10 all that came nigh to bum go 
; Ado bim Obeiſance.; He put forth bis Hand, ard took him, and 


} 


— 
* * 
„ 
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1. furſes, and fifty Men to rim before him. Theſe doubtleſs 
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ﬆ Iiſa d him and it was no wonder, that thus be file the Ver. 6. 


« Hearts of the Men of Iſrael.” 
By this means the very Foundations of the Government 
*were ſap d. David was reflected on as a Prince that neg- 
* 1 do — * his — as — — inacceſſi- 
e, only purſaing their own Inte and Glory, while 
the r difireſled Subjects lay bleeding under their Oy. 
pee ns. Abſalom takes part with the People, renders 
imſelf popular by joining with them againſt the very 
Monarchy, and lamenting the unhappy Condition of a 
Nation, where no manner of regard was had to Juſtice 
- and Equity; deludes the People to join with him, tho 
to the Ruin of the Conſtitution, and the enſlaving the 
Nation. 8 ws 05 
It does not indeed appear that a Neglect of juſtice 
cou'd be charg'd upon David, or Male- Adminiftration 
upon thoſe then in Power; nor was Abſalom concern'd to 
make good the Charge: Provided the Story was plauſi- 
ble, and met with Credit, it anſwer'd his End as well; it 
brought David into Suſpicion, and his Servants ints Con- 
tempt. It ftir'd the Muffls of that People, who were al- 
ways inclin'd to Faction and Rebellion, to join with him 
in dethroning the lawful Sovereign, and ſetting up Abſa- 
tom, the -Uſurper, in his Father's Throne; t 5 40 
they who join d with him, knew not his Deſigng. 
-* All things were now ripe for Rebellion, and nothing 
wanting to compleat the Policy of the Conſpirators, but 


firſt Vid. 1Sam. 


only the Mask of Religion. This ſoon ſucceeded; ang 


then the Deſign of Abſalom's courting the Populace diſ- 
cover d it ſelf, Abſalom: begs leave of his Father to goto 
Hebron to a-Vow he had made in his Exile, which Ver. 8. 
ena be aid no where elſe. The good King readily 
22 nſent, and Abſalom as gratefully rewards him: 


Imoſt all parts of the Kingdom, who 


— ſent _ throout all Iſrael ; that is, he plac'd the Ver. 10. 
pirators in 


edring the Sound of the Trumpet, the Signal given, were 
at once to proclaim Abſalom King. 
Thus far had the Rebellion proceeded, when Ahitophel, 
who was the Oracle in thoſe days, openly eſpouſes the 
Party of Abſalom, at his Invitation: tho it's probable from 
the Fineſs of the Policy, and the dextrous Manage- 
ment of it, he had been no ftranger to it before. 

No ſooner had the Nes of the Rebellion reach'd Jer 
Tuſalem, but David either ſuſpecting the Loyalty of that 
City, or elſe loth to be inclos'd within Walls, which once 


had like to have "Op fatal to him, fled into the Wil- t Sam. 23. 


derneſs, attend 


with a ſmall number, while Abſalom's 
B : Party 


* 


* 


10 
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71 Sam. 15. Party increas d continually, How gout a progreſs Abſaſom's 


Army made, how narrowly. the King eſcap'd falling into 


his hands, and the Kingdom into Deſtruction, the Story 


plainly enough tells us; And'in all probability if he had 


follow'd Abitophel's Advice, the King had been defeated, 
and the Crown ſecur'd by one Blow. But Huſhai, who 
had infinuated himſelf into Abſalom's Party, tho really a 


Friend to King David, prevail'd with Abſalom to defer his 


Purſuit of David for the preſent; promiſing him an intire 
Victory, if he would ſtay till his Army was re-inforc'd. 
_ Abſalom gave too eaſy credit to the Advice; not conſider- 
ing, that David's Army would increaſe as well as his, and 


that ſome of the unthinking People, who had hearken'd 
to Abſalom, now ſeeing the Miſeries that a Civil War, 
and a Uſurper on the Throne, would bring on the Na- 
tion, might return to their Allegiance, and his own Par- 
ty by length of time be weaken d. But theſe things are 
plain in the Hiſtory. And ſo it is, that Abitopbel mad with 


pride to ſee his Counſel lighted, and foreſecing a Defeat 


would be the Conſequence, went home and hang'd him- 


ſelf. Soon after, Abſalom was routed and lain, the Rebellion 


ended, the King came back to Jeruſalem, and all things 
ſeem'd to promile his Eſtabliſhment, But on the ſudden a 


warm Debate ariling between the Men of 1/-ael and Judah 


about the Honour of bringing back the King, a freſh Re- 


bellion broke out, which had like to have prov'd fatal to 


2 Sam, 


20. Is 


* 
* 


that Nation. The Men of Iſrael, under the Conduct of 
Sheba the Son of Bichri, blew a Trumpet, and diſclaim'd any 
Portion in David, or Inheritance” in the Son f Jeſſe. David 
having ſeen how much depended on the vigorous Proſe- 
cution of an Enemy, immediately gave Order to his 
Forces to march againſt him under the Conduct of Foab 


and Amaſa ; and ſoon that Rebellion ended in the Death 
of Sheba, Thus was the Kingdom reſtor'd to David, and 
in ſome meaſure ſettled in Peace, when this Pſalm was 
compos'd, as a Memorial of his own and the | Nation's 


Deliverance from ſo great a Danger... | 
The Hiſtory,” without any further Obſervations, ſerves 


to ſhow us the Greatneſs of the Danger, and how very 
ſutable the Expreſſions of the Pſalmiſt are to repreſent 
it to us. Where fore I go on to the ſecond Particular 
in which I ſhall be much ſhorter. That was, | WP 
That David and his People met with a very great and 


wonderful Deliverance. 


Nou as to this Deliverance, I ſhall only obſerve, 


1. That it was great in proportion to the Danger. 


_  Preach'd November 5. 1711. 
This Danger was as t, as a Nation could poſſibly 
be in, that was not abſolutely ſwallow'd up. For the 
Conſpirators were cunning, numerous, an werful: 
They were fluſh'd with Victory, which would have ſtill 
attended em, if Abſalom, now David's Party were inca- 
ble of making a ſtand, had purſu'd his Viftories, as a 
onqueror ought, and as Abitobbel perſuaded : And the 


* Deliverance David and his Subjects met with, was equally 


great. The Rebellion was got only ſuppreſs'd for the 
reſent, but the chief of the Rebels were deftroy'd. 

he General who was the Uſurper, and his chief Coun- 
ſellor, loft their Lives: the one fell ignominiouſly by his 
own hands, while the other was lain by Joab, once his 
Friend, but now for Reaſons of State become his Ene- 
my. And the following Rebellion alſo ſoon ended in the 
Death of Sheba, the Leader of the Conſpirators. So that 
now theſe Pretenders to the Crown were ſlain, there 
was a proſpett of a happy and peaceable Poſſeſſion of it 
to King David, Thus perfect and compleat was the Deli- 
2. The Deliverance was as wonderful and farprizing, 
2s it was great. dee ee e roy 
* They eſcapd like 4 Bird out of the Snare of the Fowler, 
«. when the Share was broke.” A Bird, if capable. of Re- 
fle&ion, could have very little Hope of Life, when it 


found it (elf enta 5 in the Fowler's Snare; and the 


offibility of the Snare's breaking, would give it very 
ittle Comfort. And indeed thoſe in David's Intereſt had 
Foundations very little better, whereon to build their 
Hope of Delirefance. For the Story ſhows us, that the 
Caſe in reality was little better than that in the Parable. 


Abſalom grew ſtrong continua); all Iſraet and Jud ab re- 


volted to him, he' pofſeſs'd the Capital City, while David 
fled for Safety into the Wilderneſs. The whole Policy 
and Strength of the Nation were united againſt him: and 
whence then could he hope for, whence could he expect 
Deliverance? Huſbaĩ indeed was a Spy in Abſalom's Coun- 
eil, and endeavour d to promote David's Intereſt; but 


o 


how could Divid promiſe himſelf either that his Strata- 


gems ſhould prevail, or Huſhai remain unfifcover'd, or 
uncorrupted? Such were the Cireomſtances of the King 
and People, that if they conſider'd their own Forces on 


che one hand, and the Power of Ahhalm on the other; 


how numerous his Adherents were, and how few took 
part with David 3 they muſt needs deſpair of Safety. Bur 
yet both the Prince and his People were to-their' great 


ſurprize and” joy reſcu'd from the very Jaws of Death, 


and like a Bird" ſrom the Snare of the Fowler they eſaap di the 
F = Cunning 


a 
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How a Deliverance ſo great and wonderful was effected 
is worth our while to confider, and is the Subject of the 


cunning and enſlaving Deſigns af Abſalom. and his Party. 
inning ö 8 "Ry 


" Thirdly, This Deliverance was, owing” to the ſignal 
Interpoſition of the Divine Providence: The Cor 


No here my Buſineſs ſhall be in as brief a ma net as 1 


can to inquire when God may be ſaid to be on a Nation's 


CLF © SG 


of Laws, whereby they ſhould be govern d as, Nee 
* 


thoſe Laws ; and had promis'd to defend 19 Kingdom, 
in em. 


tects em, oc. delivers em out of their power. For e- 


t . 


to inſiſt upon Generals only, tho W that is the 
eaſieſt method of proceeding; I ſhall venture to Hy dove 
laid to 


1. When the Cauſe the Nation is engag d in, is juſt, 
and becoming the Perfections of the Divine Majeſty to 


countenance. 1 *>1 ia DNS Gi Aue 9 
I do not deny, that God may give Nad Vidtories 
unjuſt; and this 

» 


to ſuch whoſe Cauſe is unxighteous an 


Wa 


* | | 
Preachd November 5. 1711. 
is very conſiſtent with the Notions we have both of his 
Goodneſs and his Wiſdom; yet every Succeſs that 
a Nation meets with does not denominate God to be 
on their Andes e the Meaning in the Text. 
ut when the Cauſe of a Nation is juſt and honou- 
rable, and God does fayour them according; to the Juſ- 
tice of their Cauſe, it is a Foundation for us to pro- 
ceed upon, and to think that God. has a Favour for 
that Nation. And this was the very Caſę of David be- 
fore. us. The War David was engag'd in, was in de- 
fence of a Nation given him by God himſelf, againft 
an unjuft and illegal Invaſion, Twas the Vindication of 
the Liberty of that People which bimſelf had choſen, 
and the Security of that Religion which himſelf was tbe 
2 of. And if ever there be a juſt Cauſe, certainly 
his muſt be one, and a Cauſe in which, perhaps; God has 
appear'd more particularly on the fide of a Nation, 
1 other; For it is doubtleſs lawful and honow- 
rable to defend Religion with the Sword, tho I am ve- 
ry far from thinking it ought to be propagated by it z 
or that it is in the leaſt juſt to carry on a War againſt 
any People, becauſe they differ in Religion from us. Bu 
2. It is a ſign God is on a Nation's ſide, when th 
People he appears for are Perſons of Piety aad Vir- 
tue. | r 
And here alſo we muſt proceed with Caution: I don't 


| ſay that God never ſucceeds a wicked or idolatrous Na- 


tion; we know he has often done it; and perhaps it is, 
in ſuch Caſes, no great Difficulty, either from ., Inftan- 
＋ in Sacred or Profane Story, to give the Reaſons 
of it. But when God grants remarkable Deliverances 
or Succeſſes to any Nation that does feligiouſly wor- 
ſhip him, I think it may be ſaid, . that Cod grants 
thoſe: Succeſſes in favour to ſuch a People: Becaule the 
Juſt Lord loveth the Righteous,” And as in particular Ca- 
ſes it is certain God does more eſpecially favour his Ser- 
vants, ſo it may with the ſame Truth be affirm'd of 
Nations; unleſs we could ſuppoſe, that the Supreme 
Governor of the World has not ſo much Concern ſor 

munities, as for private Perſens. Cad, it's true, 
may ſuſpend his Bleſſings, and not always give a Na- 
tion Succeſſes ſuitable to their Piety; but it will not 
always be ſo, becauſe a Society can be only rewardetl 
in this World, and there is, as it were, a natural Re- 
ward entail'd on ſuch Nations as ſerve him; and in 
Caſes extraordinary, God will let his Providence ap- 
pear in à very peculiar manner. I might illuſtrate 
this, by rehearſing the Hiſtories of the ſeveral Go- 
A vern- 
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vernments that have appear'd in the World; while 


Virtuous they have flouriſh'd, and as ſoon as Vicious de- 
cay'd; while they retain'd their Integrity, they were 
Aavour'd of God, and when they degenerated they were 
forſaken. The Holy Writings 'give us the famous In- 
ſtance of the People of the Jews, and Profane Hiſtories 
tell us of the Fate of the-Grecian and Reman Empires; 
and we might give Inftances nearer own Time, if it 
were at all needful, But, 
3. Wien God grants to any Nation great and unex- 
d Deliverances, by Means that don't ſeem likely 
to have produc'd ſuch great and good Eſſects, he may 


be ſaid to be on a Nation's ſide. 


For example, The Nation of Iſrael was deliver'd; and 
if we look to the Means of their Deliverance, it was 
owing to the Counſel that Huſhai gave Abſalom. Now with- 
out the er of the Divine rovidence, that could 
hardly have been effectual. For the plain truth is, in 
ſome parts of it, it was ſo extravagant, as when he ad- 


2 Sam. 17. vis d, if they found him in a City, 7e draw it into the Ri. 
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ver with Ropes 3, in other parts, it was ſo apparently a- 
ainſt Abſalym's Intereſt, and which is moſt of all, fo 
ery oppoſite to the Counſel Abitopbel gave, in whoſe fa- 

vour they were ſo much pre judicd; that unleſs God had 


interpos d, it could ſcarce have been effectual: and yet 


without this, in all human Probability, David had been 
Titin'd. And the ſame may be ſaid, when the Pique of 
a Courtier againſt an unjuſt and arbitrary Prince, is the 
occaſion of delivering a Nation from Oppreſſion and Ty- 
ranny, or of any Caſes of the like nature; God there 
does make his Power evident, tho the Inſtrument ſeems 
too weak to effect a Deliverance. © EC 70 
4. Cod then is on a Nation's ſide, when the Mears 
made uſe of are no ways unbecoming the Divine Majeſty, 
Deliverances have been owing to many ſorts of unjuſt 
Means ; ſuch as Breach of Treaty, Ats of Barbarity, 
os But then it muſt be ſaid, God rather permits than aſ- 
fts in ſach Caſes, and be cauſes the Wrath of Man to praiſe 
bim. But in that Caſe a Nation can no more affure 
themſelves, of the conſtant Protection of Gd, of pro- 
miſe themſelves his Favour in time of Neceſſity, than a 


wicked Perſon can argue Gd dolights in him, becauſe 


he is permitted to flouriſh as @green Bay-tree, | For tho for 
a time ſuch Methods may be attended with great Suc- 
ceſſes, yet the Bleſſings of ſuch a Nation are neither 


ſo great nor ſo laſting, asgwhen God is really on a Na- 


tion's fide that is, when a righteous Cauſe is ſupported 
by juſt and righteous Means. 1K 
EE a 1 . | | 6. 
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Preach'd November 5. 1711. 
8. And lafily. God is then on a Nation's ſide, when he 
nts them Deliverance according to the Dependance 
they have on him. 2a» vi 
A Nation that depends on their own Sword, and their 
own Bow, may be for a time ſucceſsful ; but thoſe Succeſſes 
are not likely to continue long, nor can a Nation in a 
time of Diftreſs promiſe itſelf Security: But if they do 
place their Hopes in God, and depend upon him, join- 
ing what is neceſſary for their Defence and Security, 
they may reaſonably expect Succeſs ; and ought to 
aſcribe the Deliverance they meet with, to his Goed- 
neſs extended to. them, | 3 


The Sum of the Argument then is this: ST 


God may be ſaid to be on. a Nation's fide, when he 
grants great and unexpected Deliverances to a Nation, 
who are engag'd in a juſt and righteous Cauſe, who 
make it their Endeavour to ſerve him, who make uſe 
of lawful Means, and who -place their Dependance on 
his Almighty Aid. W py | 
Thus have I diſcours'd on th: Firſt Head, and ſhew'd 
you the Meaning of theſe Words as in the Text; I 
come now to accommodate them to the Buſineſs of the 
Day ; and that I ſhall do in the ſame Method I have 
already obſerv'd, by repreſenting to you our Danger, our 
Deliverance, and the Cauſe of it. 

And here are two Deliverances, that call for our 
Thanks to Almighty God on this Day: The one from the 
Powder-Treaſon in the Reign of King James the Firſt ; 
The other from Popery and Slavery, by King William the 
Third of Glorious Memory. Our: Danger was great in 
both Caſes, and our Deliverance wonderful ; We had 
the ſame Enemies to contend with, the ſame valuable 


Bleſſings to ſecure, and the fame dreadful Miſeries to 


avoid. Therefore I ſhall not confine my ſelf to either 
of them, tho it is the laſt, as of the greateft Impor- 
tance to Us, I ſhall chiefly inſiſt on. 1 , 

1. The Danger we were in at that time, muft be 
allowed to be equal to the Danger of the Kingdom of 
Iſrael, by every one that has a true Notion of thoſe 


' Times, or a real Concern for the Proteſtant Religion, and 


Liberty. | 
All the Characters that render'd David's Enemies 
dreadful to that People, may be apply'd to the Ene- 


mies of this Nation to great Advantage: For they who 


were our Enemies at the Revolution, were as much to 
be dreaded for their Numbers, and for the mighty Sup- 
port they had from thoſe in Power; and they deſerv'd 
the Character of ontragious and cruel, much more than 


the Enemies of T/racl, Their 


P * * 
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Their Wrath, ſays David, was kindled ; and nothing could 
appeaſe it but the poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, and the 
Slayery of the Nation. Our Enemies were not to be 
ſatisfy'd with the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, and enſla- 
ving the Bodies of Men, -unleſs they had an abſolute 
Power over their Souls, and their very Conſciences in 


2 e 6 ene bt 
I Abſalom had prevail'd, we don't read hg would have 
made any Alteration in the Eftablifd Religion: But our 
nemies, even before they had compleated their Work, 
dard to introduce a new. and idolatrous Worſhip, and 
inſolently demanded a Submiſſion to it. A +. 
As we find David's Enemies were enrag'd, ſo it's plain 
their Rage aroſe from an old-Grudg, which Abſalom, and 
the great Men that were diſaffeted, had conceiv'd againſt 
David, becauſe they were not preferr'd as they ſuppos'd 
they had deſerv'd. But the Rage of our Enemies was 
more inveterate; they hated us with a deadly Hatred, 
and it was for God's ſake they did fo . 
Had Ablalom been viſtorious, ſome of David's Ser- 
vants at leaſt might have had Expectations of Mercy, 
ſince Reaſons of State would have moy'd him to ex- 
empt many from Puniſhment: But if ours had been 
ſucceſsful; no Pity could have been expected, no Mer- 
cy hop'd for; ſince they ſay it is doing God Service to 
deſtrby us, ſince the Principles of their Religion oblige 
them to Cruelty, and ſince under Pain of Damnation they 


9 * 


are taught to embrue their Hands in Blood. 


And then, as the Cunning of David's Enemies ren- 


der them dreadful to him, ſo we had as juſt "Reaſon 
to be afraid of ours. For it muſt be allow d, there are 
not a more Cunning or Politie Set of Men on Earth, 
than the Promoters of the Doctrines of the Romiſh 


Church; gor are any Men, or any Scheme, more per- 


fectiy fitted to carry on ſuch a De ign. For what Prin- 
Ciples could be better calculated for ſuch a Service, than 
that all things are lawful that are neceſſary for the Sup- 
port of their Cauſe ; than the blind Submiſſion they re- 
quite to their ſpiritual Guides, and the Paſſive-Obedi- 
ence the Church yields to the Pope? For if he (in the 

anguage of Ca) Cardinal Bellarmine ) ſhould err, in com- 
manding Vice and forbidding Virtue, the Church is bound to 
beljeve it fo, ,nnleſs they would fin againſt Conſcience, Nay, 
do them no Wrong, if I fay it is an avow'd Prin- 


Cd 


(ae Bell. de Sum. Pontife, lib. 4. cap. 6, 8. ult. 


LES | | 0 ci ple, 


cCuzuſe all the 'Charatt | 
ought” to be apply d the the Enemies of this Nation 


5 
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ciple, That the CI) Pope can ablotye them from the oſt 

ſolemn Promiſes, and- give them a Power of breallyg the 

_ moſt ſacred Oaths, "without any Sin in doing ſo, 

Er for the Suppo tt of their moſt holy Cauſe. Thus, 

no 3 , the Mer themſelyes the moft Hal, moſt 
Apiftolic,, a 77 Church. 


If then we thus e NA the Compariſon between, our 


Enemies, and 1 the Kingdom of 7/rael, we ſhou'd 
fee that our Danger as really greater than theirs, be- 
rs for which they were dreadful, 


= 2 reater Degree: And indeed we ſhall find that we 
not only in Danger from them in the Years 1605, 


| Tad 171688, but that they have, ever ſince the Reforma- 


tion, deen dent on our Deſtruction, as by a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Hiſtories of that time will appear. 

dae Biber the ormation began by King Henry, vi. 

e had an Licchttout Power over the 

el af $4 and: And hence it is, we read ſo fre- 

quently of Kings being (e) excommunicated, their Subjects 

abſol vd from their a of! Alle giance, or any Duty 

they owed them (4); the King am put "under an Tnrer- 


ia, and BY. to fome Lk Prince e ; e ftir d 
up 


: -% 
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60 Vide Page 21. in the ſtance” of JEN El nabe. 
80 thoſe that had ſign'd themjelves with the Croſs, and 
to fight For Recovery 7 the” Holy Land, were abſoly'd for 7 


of © Money, Matth. Paris. 470. LI.” 


" King Joh, uten Elizabeth. p. 2 | | 
Doubs Papa Sententiam Excomainicationis wit 
an eum, & in omnes Fautores A & totam texram An- 
glicanam Ectlefjaſtied ſuppo terdicto.— & duravis © 
, annis ſex & und W nilque fiebat in ſankta ar 
Eccleſià, niſi Parvutorum Baptiſma, & Confeſſones } 
tientium. Kg beön, apud Derem Scriptor. Fol. 245. 

Ou Lord tbe Pope paſs*d the Sentence of Saen ih 
againft King John and all that adbered 10 bim, and pit t 
whole Reatmt under an Eccleſiaſtical © Interdi.—— This con- 
tinued ſix Tears und ge Month, and me hing was ane in our 
Holy, Mother, the Qburch, unleſt Baptizing Infants, and re- 
cely # of Dyi - Perſons. 

© The Reaſon f thi" was, becauſe tbe Kin, ; Tefuſed 10 admit 
wh te Langton 10 the 3 5 r. * 

Adem, ?. 24 418. 1 
Marth. Paris in the Hiſtory of King John, has miſe 
: Seripfit Domus Ne 3 Rei _ 


rg 


FPromiſi 855 
Throne, be ſhould have 4 full Pardon of all bis Sins, and 


\ 


1 * Mans ier Ss, 


up to Rebellion { f), and laid under the moſt ſevere 
- Curſe if they continued 4; the (g) Prince himſelf de- 
pos d, the Crown made tributary to the Pope, and de-. 


peadmg on his Will and Pleaſure ;, England eſteem'd a Fee 


of Rowe (b), the Kings called and treated as Vaſſals and 
Slaves (I), and their Subjects encourag 
to rebel. againſt em, to depoſe and Fill 


And while ſo. great a Power was uſurp? ro the Pape: 


5 the Kin gs no wonder the Clergy enſlav d his Sub- 
: 0 


Their Conſciences were at. the Mercy and Diſ- 
15255 of their ſpiritual Guides, their Eſtates at the Ser- 


"vice of the Prieſt, and themſelves the moſt abſolute 
and moſt abject Slaves : : The Nation plunder'd of their 


Te by hy A EA Sums the A hy Ly to 
wine, 


, - a " * 
. 1 : 1. * 1 * 


—— 
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rum Philippo, quatenus, Remiſhonem omnium sum 
peccaminum hunc laborem aſſumeret: & Rege Anglo- 


rum e folio Regni expulſo, ipſe & ſucceſlores ſui Reg 
num 5 jure perpetuo poſſiderent. Pag. 15 


De . wrote to Philip the moſt pawerfi ful King France, 
that if be would expel King John from the 


bimſelf and ſucceeding Kings ſhould for ever enjoy the Crown of 


England. 
The Kingdom of England, in the Time of. King Henry III. 


was given to the Scots, A * 1538. Perix. p. 230. 


„ As in the Caſe of. King John, Queen Eliz. p. 21. 2 
( King John, depos'd by Pope A III. reſign'd bis 


Crown and Kingdom, and does Homage to Him and the Church 
ef Rome in theſe Wards ,, 1 Jobn by the Grace of God, 


t. will be faithful to God, and St. Peter, and the Ro- 


e miſh Church, and to my Lord the Pope, the Lord Innocent, 


« And his Succeſlors, dc. Matth. Par. p. 199. 


© (6) Pope Paul IV. was angry with Queen Mary, becauſe ſhe | 


preſim'd to take the Crown of England, which : ſays Was 4 
Feudary of the. Roman See, without bis Authority. Periz. 
Comm, 16 Sec. p. 557+. 
(i) Matth. Paris, 751. Nonne Rex Anglarum noſter 
eſt Vaſſatlus, & ut plus dicam Mancipium? N 
( Vide Queen Eliz. p. 21. 


„0 The Pope demanded a fifth Part of 1 the Goods + Eagan, | 


o maintain - thoſe Clergy that had Benefices. in Englan 
* Beyond Sea. Matth. Paris, p. . And be. 22 . Ver 


upon the abſolving thoſe that had 7 to * agin}l the 
the Peopt were 


Lurk from their Oath or 4 Sum ef Money 
We 5 V. the” :, ae lock ns. it 40, an 


gd by by Rewards © 
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5 9 Rome, from this unha y whilft ſuperſtitious Natioa : 
| And both our Civil ( and Religious Liberties in the; 
* Hands of one that knew very ne uhat Advantage e 


make of em. 
This the Nation could never boar with apy tolerable 
y degree of Patience ; and we find frequent 
| both from the () Biſhops, the Abbats, and RS 
Lords, of the horrid Exattions of the Pope, whom one 
of their own (9) Monks deſcribes as the moſt anjuffcrably 
proud and covetons Man on Earth, and 4 Perſon that mugs | be 
- bribd to any fort of. Wickedneſs.. And it. is no wonder the 
Kings of England, who are Sovereign Princes, were always. 
| uneaſy under ſuch a Subjefion to a foreign Power: 255 
fore we find it ever cauſed greater or leſs in 
by this Nation, even when maſk. — to Popery, as 
Prince upon the Throne was timerous or actire. . 
But at length, when K. rm VIII. came to t Surren 
his great Spirit not ſuffering him to be in fubjeftion 
to the See. of Rome, be throws off that Burden an bis” 
Anceftors had r ſs terribly gall'd with, but yec..e; 
ſubmiſſively bow'ds down ta 8 (as 17 
was) an Independent and Sovereign Prince, i 
to put, an end to theſe, Uſur pat ions of Pope and Cler, * 
Soon therefore he retrenches their Power 
Riches, both which were at that time exarbicant.. : A 
ſome of them had Revenues: not far ſhort of the King; | 
himfelf, if the Account of one gf. their cn () Anthors, 
ij to be credited, who tells us, that aut of one (b) Mona ſterx, 
and that neither the largeſt nor the beſt endow "d; _nox totally plun- 
| der d (for enugh was left ta mamtam the Dignity of an Archi-, 
J  efiſcapat Ser } mere tab fix any Fey e Carriages 4 laden . 
| with Cold, Silver, Jewels, and. Holy, Veſtments of coſtly d 


. F col abb to 1 Kos King s Uſes Brom 
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7550, W A Pape n ib 3 ' 
. » þrive them of their Eſtates, that the Court of u. IO 
. fu'd nothing but their Gold and Silves. ihe, 3 * 
r Faris, 223. Cartam An ab An 

CEnms in berpetuum ſentent finitivam e 
| natum caffavit. Sf: 


1 ) Matth. Patis gives: is fle Letters of the King, of we 


2 


the Province of Canterbury, of ih Ala, and of 


emporal Lords, Jent to the Pape. Pag. $10, Kc. 
(0 Matth. Paris. 2 


| * Roſſæus de = Reip.ChriC.in Regen ebe 


| 92. p. 
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whence = may 1 eaſmably conclude, | "yo an nſe Treaſure 

0 t the Manafteries 

that were then demoliſſG ; 2s es fame Mok goes on to 

obſerve © and from whence, 1 1 you _—_ 3 For ſee 

both the prodigious Riches of the Clergy, and the ounda- 
tion and 90 pport: of their Exorbit ant Poe. At 

FL King 3 15 their Riches ſoon brought their 


Power to an end; an he it drew on him the implacable 


Hatred of the Rb Church, yet it me way for the 


Reformation of ſeveral very's 12 Abuſes. But be did 
not proceed far in vigdicating Religion from Superſtition, 
nor indeed was it 1 kH¹Bw)]¹n w ied was the Church by 
Zam eſtabliſpd in that A fiace on the ſame day three 
0 the —_ and three of the Proteftant Faith were put 
In the ſhort Reign of hat ous ypung Prince Ed. 
ward VI. under 125 ile. wag of 1 protector, 


— nt Religio ma ſeveral conſiderable Adyan- 
0 BY e andeſery'l ll” of the latter, and the un 
time of the former, brought back Popery like a 


Por i in the days of bis Siſter Queen Nat), the Waters (in 
the words of the Text) dvermhelm'd u. Then our Ene- 
mies were triumphant, then they ſhow'd themſelves in 
their true colours, and by their own Cruelties drew a 
— * lively Picture of Wenge than the moſt accurate 

Pericil could, Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the, miſerable 
Condition of the Neon during that Reign, wherein 
ſuch plays Men as the Ridleys, Let” ard Hoopers, 3 nd. 
the truly Venerable Cranmer fell. (d) Cranmer, a Man 15 
whoſe Praiſe it is ſcarce poſſible to exceed ; a Man to 
whom alone England o d 2 the Eccleſiaſtical Libort and Re- 


formation they bad eng d. This Good this Greats this 


Pious Man, fell a Sacrifice to the Popiſh Rage : and neither 


* ABp of the Dignity * of his Character, nor his Nuftrious Piety, 
Canterb. nor his Venerable 4. Age, could ſave him, from an Infa- 


I By Bon- 
ner, 


mol | Degradation a a violent Death. | 
tis endleſs to mention the Deaths, the Tortures, 
the Impriſonments gog Men ſuffer'd for the ſake. of 
Chriſt and impoſſible to deſcribe the Pleaſure and De- 

light which the Biſhops themſelves, who ought to be Pat. 
terns of Holineſs an Humanity, took in theſe Acts of 
Barbarity, in which ſome of em were ſure, ta be Exam- 


ples to their Flock Nothing was Pant. to. en 


— —_ 


(4) Certe Anglia Jigcthm Libertiti Ecelef; & Herd⸗ 
rum 3 ee uni debet. 133 p- Se 
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the Miſery of the, Nation, but the jntroducing that -4ur- 
ſed Tribunal of the Inguiſitin, which! forces a Man to be his 
own Accuſer, and uſurps the Prerogative of 'Gar,” and 
judges: the — Thoughts of che Heart. And thitz the 


Right Reverend the (4) Biſhop of Sπνν in his Hiſtory of 
the Reformation, aſſures us the-Queen had à deſign of intro- 
ducing. His words are theſe ;: That as 4 Step to ſetting up 
this, 4 Commiſſion was given;t0 Bonner-und twenty more, the 


greateſt part Laymen, +0. fearch- all over Eng land for all ſufpetted 


of Hereſy, that did not heur Maſs, ga in Proceſſion, or did hot 
take Holy Bread and Holy Water ; they-were aiabortg'd,> three 
being 4 Quorum, #0 proceed by Preſentment c, or \ other "paliticly 
ways, &c. This mas dd on a ſach u Advance temat an 
Inquiſition, that all concluded it would folbw e'er long. - But 
God in his infinite Mercy did prevent it, by putting an 
end to this Reign, and (as we hope) to this Religion too. 


For by his great Goodneſs the Printeſs Elizabeth, wh; was 


a true and zealous. Proteſtant,” as pteſervꝰd aſter almoſt a 
miraculous manner, during this bloody Reign, and ſuc-' 
ceeded her Siſter in the Thrones ot on 

The Nation ſo long oppreſs'd, and ſo terribly haraFs'd, 
could not tell how ſuthciently to admire and to bleſs G 


for his Mercy, in delivering them from ſuch an Inbuman 


and Barbarow Religion ? For the ꝓlain truth on't is, how 


well ſoever ſuck In ſtances of Cruelty might pleaſe Bonner, 
Gardiner, and the-reft of their Clergy," yet in the words of 


we e The Dee of e ger 1. . u P. zi 


verſal. 7 4152 TW DIÞL- og $13 50553 3% - 
The Joy the Proteſtants had conceiv'd- at their Delive-- 
rance, heighten d the Popiſh Rage againſt the m, and in- 
dyſtriouſly they 8 ta reduce them to Slavery again. 
To facilitate this, the Pope aſſumes his Power, and thun - 
ders out his Sentence of Excammunic æt ian aga inſt the Queen; 
the Title whereof. being very remarkable, I ſhall add it 


in theſe words: (6) The Declaratory Sentence of on oft” 


Holy Land Pope Pius J. agxinſt' Elizabeth. the (e) Prete nded 
— England and ad the - Heretichs that ud here to her; 


whereby her Subject t are declar d abſal/d from their Oaths of. 


Allegience,. or any other Puty they owe ber. and thoſe that from 


hence forward be obedient; te by theſe Prejents laid under 


4 Curſe, Which Bull was fix d in the Night on the. Bi- 
ſhop of London's Gates. __ pM 
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(e) Fretenſam Reginams 
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Juſt ſuch another (4) Sentence was publiſh'd againff | 
her by Sixt V. before! the! Spaniſh Invincible Armada was to- 
vue ryratr ge + > alma nd; Which they aſſur'd 15 

elves of, whenever it was attempted. And after | 
the ſame manner Chem VIII. encoutages the Friſh in 
their Rebellion, by granting them an Iudulgence out of the Trea- | 
fury: of the Church, as: their Expreſſeon i; wherein he gives theme 1 
the ſame plenary Pardon and Remi Sim, as was groen to | 
thuoſe who fought for the Recovery of the Holy'Land. 

Im this Treatment there ſeems to have been fomething. 
of the Generoſity of a Proteſtant, far at leaſt there was a | 
open Declaration of Enmity but in other of the Attempts 
there appears the true Spirit of that Religion, which ö 

allows all to be Good that is Neceſſary. A remarkable 
Inſtance of which, we have in the Year 1386. The Eng- 
lin (e) Se minary at Rhrimr took'd upon the Bleſſed BulP 
off Pope Piu V. as inſpir'd by the Holy Ghot,, and think 
it. meritorious to kill Princes Excomminicated, and no lefs 
than Martyrdom to ſhed their Blood in ſuck a Cauſe = and 
therefore they hir'd (f) one fitted for their purpoſe to kill 
the Queen, and at the fame time wrote a Book (fucl} was 
their deteſtable Hypocriſy !) wherein they advisd their” 
Friends in England, that they ſbould not attempt any thing «- | 
gainſt their Prince, but with Tears, Spiritual Reaſons, continual” | , 
Prayers, Matchings and '-Baſtings, which are the ' Chriflians 
Weapons, they ſhould ' fight ' againſt #heilr Adverſaries. Whew 
this Danger. was over; another threaten'd the Life of 
that Excellent Princeſs, attended with fome very pe- 
culiar Circumſtances. Phe Freneb Ambaſſadbr,/ L Aube 
pine, forgetting his Maſter's Honour, the Law of Na- 
tions, and even layang aſide Humanity it ſelf, oat of * 
furious Zeal for the Popiſh Retigion, (g) endeavours to 
engage fome deſperate: Perſon to deſtroy” her ; but was 

Fa OS his Deſign could take effed.” Thus ended 
the Deſign of (5) Lopex too, whot was preſented with a 

Jewel of great price from the King of Spain, and had 

the Promiſe of 50000 Ducats if he would deftroy ber; 
| but God preſerv'd this Glorious Defender of Liberty and Re- ö 

| ligion from all the Attempts, tilt ſhe reſign'd her Sur ; 
1 to him, and her Throne to J I. 


. 
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mbder af. the beginning of the Fear 1587. p. 446- 

( Lopez a Fewiſh Phyfician, ad Ann. 1594, P. 76. Part 2. 
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| Very ſoon after he came to the Throne, the dreadful 4 
Deſigu of the Peder: Plot was laid by theſe our Enemies, | 
And juſt ready for Execution, whereby the Eſtates of this ö 
Fa Realm had been at once deſtroy d. And what Confuſions 
| had follow d ſuch. a Blow, what Miſeries had befallen a g 
Nation, without, a Head, without à Council, defencelefs 1 
\ ap amaz'd, God only knows, who ſo gracioully did pre: {4 
Xerve it. ud e 


ud . 93% eig e 
I paſs the ſucceeding Reign of that unhappy Prince 
Charles I. tho it is evident aur Enemies had a very con- 
| ſidera ble ſhare in che horrid Confuſions of thoſe Times, as 
Vve may coaclude from their Principles and practices above- 
| mention d. But the Actions of that Time are ſo much 
x | ro the Diſhoagur, of this Nation, chat 1 ſhall not revive 
ſo melancholy a part of our Hiſtory on the joyfal Occa- 
fon of this D ˖·· v1 . 
In the Reign of King Charles II. our Enemies were 
petually at work, and they found very conſiderable 
e in their Deſigns, which they carry d on after di- 
vers manners; Bat cheſe things are too well known, to 
tiere 5. of ono 461! RON 207 
I come now to the ſucceeding Reign of King James II. 
when the Deſigns of our Enemies were come to a mighty 4 
i Height, and they were ready once more to overwhelm us 14 
as an che Reign tot gens nin 134030, | 
- +. The Prince who then ſat upon the Throne, was one 
that openly eſpouſed; the Church of Rame, and by all 
Ways and Means endeavour'd to introduce it. To this 
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| purpoſe, ſuch as were Favourers of that Religion were | 
ff promoted to Places of Honour, Truſt and Intereſt, | 
* and many of the contrary were diſcountenanc'd and | 


Spc, This made it not anly; the Faſhion, but the 
| atereſt of Men of deſperate, Fortunes, or aſpiring and 
* coyetous: Minds, to declare themſol ves ſor it; and con- 
. ſidering the mighty Indifference that the greateſt part of 
© , ©@ Nation ſhew in reality for any Religion, thoſe two 
Principles win make a great mæuy Conyerts to any Set 
or 7 Flat is oh Pover and e 311 
| But that this Religion might increaſe with the greater 
Success, the ate Clerey were ſorbad 8 * 1 
Penalties to oppoſe the ſpreading,Evil; and thoſe Brave 
(4) Men, who in that evil Day. dar'd to ſpeak boldly in 
defence of the Goſpel for which, they were ſet in Places | 
t Dignity, were, im priſon d, or accounted Enemies to. — 
the Nation, and Traztors to th King. 
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(4) Dr. Shag gui of Vork Biſhop of London, Biſhop 
of Worceſter, Biſhop of Wincheſter, all n living. 1 
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: TDhhen was ſally yetify'd what 45ſalom'Faid of David, No 
| manner of Juſtice was 


mat iniſter d in the Land. The Ben- 
ches were fill'& with Judges. of the Popiſh Religion, or 
Elſe with Men of profligate Conſeiences, who perverted 
the Laws, over-rul'd\Witneſſes,. took care to habe juries 
torm d. according to their own Minds, er elſe forcd them 
to bring in ſuch Verdicts, not as their oπ¼. Conſciences, 
dut as they were pleas d to dictate. Thus arbitrary Fines 
were levy d, thus Impriſonments illegally made, inno- 
1 cent Perſons put to Death, and the utmoſt Cruelty ay 
* mitted under pretence of ſuſtice. No Pity was ſhown 
| to the Sufferers 3 and ithe Chief Juſtice, the great lnſfru - 
ment of all this Crueity, void'of all Senſe of Humanity, 
inſulted the condemid Innocent, and boa ſted of his un- 
p Were I able to repreſent the Actions done in the 
Weſtern, Parts of this Iſſand by that one Man, who 
boaſted r he had conde md mote to Death; t hun all the Fudges 
EE: ſuce William the Conqueror v time; it would be enough to 
| render; the Account it ſelf incredible: For a Man could 
| | not imagine that one, who was born of a Woman, ſhould 
| 
| 


_degeneraterinto ſo much Brutality; as we find there was 
{hath Judg; whoſe Eye did not pity, neither did he 
I forbear mentioning the depriviug the Corporations 
of this Kingdom of their Charters and Privileges, and 
governing them by abſolute Will” and Pleaſure, with 
le veral other Inſtances of Oppreſſton, too f noto- 
rious to be inſiſted on: only 1 mal obſerve, that a 
| 8 the moſt pat aecording to 
eir Mind, and the powerful Aſfiſtance that France could 
afford, gave occaſion to carry thoſe things to ſo great a 
j | height, as render'd dur Slavery very near-compleat. 
1 Sad iwas the State ofthe Brftiſb Nation at that day, 
| Auncberery Man who had any Value either ſor Religion or 
Liberty, was juſtiy- filid with very melancholy Appre- 
| benſions: For what could be àa more ungrateful Thought 
= to a true Chriſtian, chan that he was ſoon to part with a 
| ratinnai and ſpiritual © Worſhip, for a Worſhip that was no- 
thing but SuperSicion and Tdolatry 2 That from thencefor- 
ward he ws to bow-down'to'a Stock, andito worſhip the 
Work of Mens Hands; that he was to follow his piri- 
tua Guide with a blind and implicit Faith; that his Ne- 
ſon was to be renoune'd; and Tranſubſt ant iation belie vd; 
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that his Conſcience was to be ſacrific'd, and he was to call 
Good Evil, and Evil Good ; that he was to commit Mur- 


der for God's ſake, and under pain of Damnation really to 
damn himſelf: In a word, that he was not to think for 


himſelf, nor to follow the Dictates of his own Mind, but 


to be wholly under the Management of ſuch Perſons, 
whom he might very juſtly ſuſpect to be carrying on any 
Deſigns,” rather than the Salvation of thoſe who were 
committed to their Charge, 


And if we were to repreſent the Sentiments of a Man 


born to Liberty, and ſollicitous to preſerve it, how muſt 
we think he would reaſon with himſelf in ſuch a Poſture 
of Affairs? No Civil Liberty could be hop'd for or ex- 
pected, where Laws were perverted, and Sentence given 
according to Party, rather than the Juſtice of the Cauſe. 
Nothing remain'd for him to call his own, whoſe Conſci- 
ence was enſlav'd, whoſe Liberty was precarious, and his 
Life entirely at the Mercy of an arbitrary and tyrannical 
Judg. Nor indeed, ſuppoſe the Body could be at liberty, 
was that Liberty at all valuable, if the Soul were enſlav'd; 
nor Life it ſelf a Favour, if Liberty, the greateſt Bleſ- 
of Life, were deny'd. "ll | 


fin 

But it is time that I proceed to the Second Thing, 
which is the Deliverance that theſe Nations receiv'd 
from ſuch great Dangers : And of this I ſhall give a ve- 


xy ſhort Account, becauſe it muſt needs be very well re- 
member d. n | | 


* 


- Youall know how deep an Impreſſion the Senſe of the 
Nation's Danger made upon the Minds of every good 
Man ; how much they long'd, and wiſh'd, and pray'd for 
a Deliverance, and yet how little hopes there were to 


found it upon. Prayers and Tears were what they had 


recourſe to, and humble Supplications to God were daily 
| offer d. "Theſe he was gracioully pleas'd to hear, and out 
of his great Mercy ſent them à Deliverer, The Deli- 


verance was altogether as great and as ſurprizing, as that 


of David in the Text: For the Nation was entirely freed 
from the Fears they had conceiv'd, and the well. laid De- 
ſigns of our Enemies in a moment diſappointed. God 
rais d up our late Sovereign King William, of Immortal 
Nemdory; of whom we may juſtly ſay, as the Hiſtorian 
does of Cranmer, that whatever England enjoys of Civil or 


Religious Liberty, is owing to him alone, For this great Prince, 


thro the Interpoſition of the Divine Providence, ef- 


fectually accompliſh'd ſo great a Deliverance for us from 


Popery and Slavery, that we were as thoſe that dream'd, and 
. could ſcarce believe the Reality of thoſe great Mercies that were 


wrought for us, This was a Deliverance ſo great and ſo 
4 | | D$ | | ſux⸗ | 
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ſurprizing, that it deſerves to be look'd upon as the 
Wok of God, for the very ſame Reaſons as in the Text. 

or 1 IN 
* The Cauſe of theſe. Nations was undoubtedly al- 
together as juſt, as the Cauſe of David, and of the Peo- 
ple of Iſrael; indeed in the Subſtance of it *twas much 
the ſame ; The Liberties of the Nation were to be de- 
fended againſt an unjuſt and illegal Uſurpation, and ſo it 
was now; only herein lay the Difference, we felt our 
ſelves enllav'd, and if we had not then been reſcu'd, our 


Chains had bound us too faſt ever to have thrown them 


off, nor' had we dar'd to complain of them as at this day. 
And then, in our Caſe, Religion too was to be protected 
againſt an encroaching Superſtition, true Piety ſecur d a- 
gainft an idolatrous Faith, which came flowing in upon 
us, attended by Honours, Intereſt, Preferments to all 
that ſhould embrace it, and a, Faith which gave a very 
great Looſe to Men of profligate Lives, aſſuring them of 
Heaven, without enjoining ſo hard a Task as Holineſs 
or Virtue. | | 

No certainly when two ſuch valuable, ſuch ineſtima- 
ble Bleſſings as theſe, do lie expos'd to hazard, it muſt 
needs be conſiſtent with Juſtice to endeavour to reſcue 
them from Deſtruction. Nay, I think, no good Chriſ- 
tian, or good Subject of Great Britain can in Juftice, at 
ſuch a time, forbear it. This is a Debt he owes to his 
God and to his Country, and what he ought to pay, tho at 
the hazard of his Life. And yet this was all that was de- 
fign'd by that Great and Glorious Prince who appear'd for 
us, and by the help of God prevail d. |; 

I am very far from being alone, when I ſay that 
the Attempt made by King 2 to free theſe Nations 
from Popiſh Tyranny and Cruelty, was very conſiſtent 
with the Rules of Juſtice ; for whatever ſome may look 
upon it now to be, I have the Happineſs to have the Evi- 
dence of Her moſt Gracions Majeſly, whom God preſerve, 
of his Royal Highneſs the late Prince George of Denmark, 
of ſome of the Right Reverend the Biſbops, as well as 
ſeveratof- the Temporal Lords ſtill alive, who: were great 
Inſtruments in the Contrivance, great Incouragers of it, 


and ſdon openly appear'd on the Prince's fide. In fort, 
the far greater part of the Nation thought it to be 


juſt, or elſe it could never have been ſucceſsful. But 
there is little need of Evidence to prove the juſtice of 


the Revolution, becauſe the thing ſpeaks for it ſelf; ſince 


every Man has a Natural Right to defend himſelf from 
Violence and Wrong, when in a State of Nature, and 


therefore certainly he does not loſe it when in a Commu- 
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nity; but every Community muſt have the ſame, and they 
may * remonſtrate, complain, and petition for a Redreſs of 
Grievances. 18915 | 


2. The uncommon Regard Men had to Religion about 


that Time, and the peaceable Diſpoſition there appear'd 
between all Proteftants, ſhow'd in a very great meaſure, 
that God wa# on our ſide, | ON NN 
The good Men in the Nation were extremely appre- 
henſive of the Danger the Proteſtant Religion was then 
in, and then they Bo an to ſee the Value of it. The 
„great Liberty they had enjoy'd for ſome time, and ſome 
other things in the preceding Reign, had made em cold 
and indifferent about it. But when they ſaw it was like 
to be for ever loſt, they ſhew'd an extraordinary Zeal for 
it, and a Zeal that could never have been ſhown at a 
better Time, or to better Purpoſe. Nor did their Zeal 
deſtroy their Love and Charity towards thoſe Proteſtants 
that diſſented from em. Before indeed, they had been 
taught to hate, to vilify, and evilly to entreat each o- 
ther; and it muſt be ſaid, that ſome very good Men and 
good Subjects had ſuffer*d great things for their Conſci - 
ence ſake. But now a better Chriſtian Spirit, and more 


friendly Temper appear'd, and a true Moderation pre- 


vail'd throout the Nation. The Danger was common to 
all Proteſtants, They forgot their little trifling Diſ- 
tinctions, and united all, as one Man, 1 * that Evil 
which would have con ſum'd them both. What a bleſſed 
Improvement might have been made of ſuch a Temper as 
then appear'd, is too great for me to deſcribe: and it is 
only left us to lament, that no ſutable Improve was 
made of it; and that ſuch a good Temper and ſuch a 
Chriftian Spirit, is now deſtroy'd among us, by a falſe 
Teal for God, and a furious Pretence to Religisn. 
2. God may be ſaid to be on our ſide, becauſe the Suc- 
ceſſes were far greater than the Means made uſe of could 
be ſuppos'd to produce. And if we were to conſider the 
Prince's Force on the one hand, and thoſe that were to 


oppole him on the other; it's plain, that little Sueceſs 


cou d be hop'd for from the Prince's Expedition. | 
His Forces were not by one half ſo numerous, as thoſe 
that were then in Arms to oppoſe him. His Fleet was 


driven back: and tho, thro the good Providence of God, 


- 


none, or very few of his Ships were loft ; yet the Troops 


were haraſs'd and fatigu'd, and able to make very little 
Reſiſtance againſt the King's Army, if they had re- 
main'd firm to the Enſlavers of the Nation. But the Ar- 
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my refus'd to oppoſe Him, whom they look'd upon as 
their Deliverer; the very Guards forſook the Kang ; and 
the Army revolted in great Numbers. 
At Sea, the Fleet, that was appointed. to hinder the 


' Attempts of the Prince, lay idle and inactive, and ſuf- 


fer'd him to paſs; as if he came a Friend to the Nation, 
and no Enemy to them, 

And add to this, That as England was then ſo well pro- 
vided for its own Defence both by Sea and Land; ſo France 
at the ſame time ravag'd ſome Countries of Germany, and 

ut the Dutch who had left themſelves naked of Troops, 


into the utmoſt Conſternation. And if God had not been 


on our fide, and infatuated that wiſe Prince; if he had 
fallen upon the Dutch, as he did on the unhappy Palati- 
nate, the ſmall Army of the Prince muſt have return'd to the 
Defence of their Native Country, and England been forſa- 


ken, and abandon'd to a more rigorous and harder Slavery. 


4. God did ſhow a peculiar Favour to us at that time, 


in as much as ſo great a Deliverance was attended with 


ſo little Bloodſhed or Barbarity. | 

Some indeed love to call the Deliverance of this Na- 
tion by King William, a Conqueſt ; but if it was, it was the 
moſt unbloody Conqueſt that ever was heard of: aad an 
unbloody Conqueſt of a Nation, and an unbloody Sacri- 
fice, are I think much of a-piece, and fitly proceed out 


of the ſame Mouths. But let them give it what Name 


they pleaſe, this is certain, the Blood that was ſpilt, was 
very inconſiderable, but the Lenity-and Mercy that fol- 


 low'd upon it, was very remarkable. How becoming a 


brave Soldier and a pious Prince was the Anſwer, which 
that great King made to ſuch as thought it might be Po- 
litick or Convenient to perſecute the Papiſts : * © No / 


& ſays he, I came to deliver the Proteſtants, and not to perſe- 


& cute the Romaniſts * 
TI cannot diſmiſs this Head, without making this Ob- 
ſervation. Here you ſee the Difference between the Pa- 
trons of the Liberties of Mankind; and thoſe that ftrive 
to make themſelves great by enſlaving them. The one 
make their Way thorow a Sea of Blood, and have no Re- 
gard to the Lives of their Subjects, but only to ſacrifice 
them to their Ambition, and to the enflaving the Survi- 
der of their 

Subjects Lives, and it is with the utmoſt Regret they are 
forc'd to puniſh even thoſe that juſtly deſerve it; as ap- 
pears in this Caſe, from that . indulgent Act of Indem- 
nity, which was paſt at that time, wherein ſo few were 
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proſcrib'd, and much fewer of them ſuffer d any Puniſh- 
ment at all, But, : 

5. God appear'd to be on our fide, by hearing the Pray- 
ers that were then a up for' Deliverance. | 

Our Help was in the Name of the Lord, and ſo was our 


' Truſt and Confidence. We did pray to the Lord in the 


Time of Diſtreſs, and the Lord did hear us, and we did 
eſcape. All which Conſiderations being put together, 
will ſhow us, That in the Deliverance of this Nation at 
the Revolution, God in a moſt wonderful Manner did ap- 
pear on our Behalf, and granted us a Deliverance, for 
which we hope Generations to come will riſe up and bleſs 


All that I ſhall add further, ſhall be theſe three Reflec- 
tions from what has been deliver'd. And, 

1. Let us make the ſame Uſe of our Deliverance, as 
David did in v. 6. of the Pſalm : © Bleſſed be the Lord, who 
« bath not given us a Prey to their Teeth. Aud certainly 
there is not a Proteſtant in this Nation, let his Sentiments 
otherwiſe be what they will, that either knows any thing 
of the Religion he profeſſes, or has any Senſe of Liber- 
ty, but muſt join in Praiſe to God, for ſo perfect a Secu- 
rity of both of them. How very near were they to De- 
ſtruction! For were not we our ſelves taken in the Snare? 
Were they not juſt ready to ſeize us as their Prey, and to 
have devour'd us without any Pify? without any Mer- 
cy! Then God rais'd up that Glorious Prince, who arm'd 
with a Zeal for Liberty and Religion, ſupported by a 
juſt and righteous Cauſe, did by his Bleſſing, put a ſtop to 
their dee p- laid Deſigus, and procure us an Eſcape from ſo 
great Dangers.  ** Glory therefore be given to that God, who 
« has ſo wonderfully appear'd for us. And in the Words 
« of the Pſalmiſt, Let one Generation praiſe his Works to ano- 
ce ther, let them declare his Mighty A&s. We muſt, we will 
« ſpeak of the Honour of thy Majeſty, and of thy wondrous Works, 
c&c. IS 

2. Let us follow the Example of the Pſalmiſt in v. 8. 
and ſay with him, * Our Help is in the Name of the Lord, who 
% made Heaven and Earth”, And ſo indeed it was: let us 
therefore at all times gratefully remember the wondrous 
Works of God, and in any time of Difficulty, place our 
Truft in him. We ſee God was then on our fide. And 


I think, from the repeated Succeſſes he has been pleas'd 


to favour the Arms of Her Majeſty withal, we have good 
eaſon to ſay, he ſtill does appear for us. | 


Nor do J at all exceed the Buſineſs of the Day, when I 
mention the great 2 God has done for us ſince the 


Revolugio, For if that had not ſucceeded, we could not 


| have 
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Nations, fland feft in that Religion, and in that Liberty. 
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have boaſted a Proteflant Queen, the Head and Glory of 
the Confederacy ; we could not with Pleaſure look for- 
ward to a Proteſtant Succeſſor in ſo Auguft and Serene a 


Family as the - Houſe of HANNCYVER. If God had not 
favour'd/us then, we could not have number'd fo many 


Cities won from a powerful Enemy, by that conſum- 


mate and unconquer'd General; fo many Provinces reſ- 
cued; ſuch Countries geftor'd to Liberty, and ſuch 
Glories obtain'd, as will make the Reign of Queen ANNE 
famous to late Pofterity, Nay, which is more, we could 
not have called any thing our own : Our Lives would 
have been precarious, our Eftates at the Will of the 
Prince, or of his craving Minifters ; our Religion 
loft, and all that is valuable and dear to us ſnatch'd 
away. | ” 

Turn but your Eyes (but that I'm loth to turn you 
to ſo melancholy a Subject on a Day of Thankſgiving) 
Turn but your Eyes, I ſay, to the Proteſtants in France 
See their Miſeries | Hear their Groans ! Behold them 
ut Dungeons ! See them in Gallies, fed with the Bread 
and Water of Afflict ion, and loaden every Day with 
Stripes ? Behold therr Poverty ! See the Fears and Dread 
they ever hve in! See how they tremble under their 
Egyptian Taskmaſters! and you'll have a very lively Pic- 
ture of your own Caſe, if God had not prevented it.. 
But our Help is in the Name of the Lord 5 He has deli- 


 ver'd us, and we oy | 


Since we are then 
it becomes us to do. | 
The one is to pray for the Deliverance of our Bre- 
thren, that are ſuffering ſuch Miferies; and this is all 
we in private Stations can do. God indeed, it is to be 
hoped, will incline the Proteſtant Prinees to appear for 
*'em, that they may at length, with the reft of Europe, 
tafte the Sweets of Liberty and Peace. 

The other is, that we ſhould pity and pray for thoſe 
our Enemies, who are thus perſuaded by cunning and 
deſigning Men, that it is meritorious to deftroy us, 
Many, we hope, act in this Caſe, as St. Paul did when 
he perſecuted the Church of Chriſt ; he ſaid he did it 
ignorantly, and in Unbelief, and therefore he found Afercy. 
And fo God grant they may, who hate us without a 
Cauſe; may their Eyes be open'd, may they repent of 
their hard Thoughts, hard Speeches, and cruel De- 
ſigns againft us; and God give them Mercy! But to 
come to an end. | * 
' 3. Since God has reftor'd Liberty and Religion to theſe 


happy, there are two things 


My 
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My meaning is, that Men ſhould endeavour thorowly 

to confirm themſelves in the Faith ; for they. know not 

to what Trials they may be put —— That they ſhould 
| lead pious Lives, as the beſt Method of ſecuring the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and engaging the Favour of God — 

| And that they ſhould take care that they do not fall 
in with thoſe Principles, which made way for Popery in 

\ that Day, and which are the moſt dreadful Principles 
| of it; 1 mean the Principles of Perſecution for Con- 
| ſcience ſake, This is really acting the part of a Pa- 
piſt, let the Perſecutor call himſelf by what Name he 
| # pleaſes. . And let us beware of ſuch Men as do indeed 
turn Faith into Faction, and Religion into Rebellion. 
' A very ſignal Inftance whereof we have had in theſe 
Nations, when in this Day of Thankſgiving for ſuch 
Deliverances, the very ſame Principles were with the 
'utmoſt Heat recommended to the Magiſtracy of this 
City, which deſtroy'd its Liberty, depriv'd it of its 


2 and which made the Revolution it ſelf neceſ- 
Ty. | 
95 ſtand faſt in your Civil Liberties! Let no laviſh 


Principles corrupt and poiſon your Minds ! Remember 


we are a Nation govern'd by known Laws; and let no 


! # \ Man complement himſelf out of that invaluable Bleſ- 
ſing. For tho it is not to be imagin'd that the Queen, 


who has been a Nurſing-Mother to theſe Nations, would 


miſimprove ſuch a Power, yet who knows what ſucceed- 
ing Ages may ſuffer for it, and how they may riſe up 
and curſe us for ſo doing ? | 

To conclude, : 

Let us ſhew our ſelves ſenſible of the Deliverance 
God has bleſs'd us with, by ſupporting the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, the Title of the Queen, the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, againſt all Pretenders whatſoever 3; and while we 


thank God for the Mercies of this Day, let us remem- 


ber Him that was made our Deliverer, who exposd him- 


ſelf to the utmoſt Hazards for our Liberties and Reli- 


ion: And if he thought em ſo valuable, who had no 

| Intereſt in them; certainly much more ought we to 
think 'em, who enjoy the Bleſſings of them, 

Wherefore, let us go on in the Fear of the Lord, 

| and the Love of one another: And then, as God has 

helped us, ſo we truſt he will ftill continue to help us; 


For our Help is in the Name of the Lord that made Heaven 


. and Earth, Amen. 
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